VERSAILLES
both delivered on the spur of the moment, are touched
with sombre grandeur.
It is from his influence on his audiences that we must
judge him as an orator, and that influence has seldom
been equalled. It will perhaps be said that his popularity
was due to the fact that he catered to the passions and
prejudices of the crowd, but such is far from being the
case. The fact is that he showed great moral courage in
combating public opinion, when he considered it to
have taken the wrong course. His anti-war speeches
were delivered in the teeth of mad war hysteria. He
stood practically alone barring the way to anti-religious
fanaticism, and managed to turn the tide. In an ir-
religious age he was not afraid to brave derision and
publicly declare at the Jacobin Club that "Providence
watched over the Revolution". His influence in the
Convention was extraordinary, yet no man braved it
more openly.
While his strength was mainly in his logic, he also
knew how to play upon the chord of emotion. The
attraction of his speeches to women, who flocked to
hear him speak, alone testifies to this. On one occasion,
at the Jacobin Club, we find the audience rising to its
feet like one man, and shouting: "Well all die with
you!" On another (as told by Desmoulins in a letter to
his father), half the audience—men as well as women—
was in tears.
But it was not only the emotional chord he knew
how to set vibrating, but likewise the spiritual chord.
Condorcet has said that the Revolution was a religion.
The Cordeliers might smash crucifixes, but they wor-
shipped the heart of Marat! Others might desecrate the
altars of the Church, but only to seek devotional com-
pensation at "Altars of the Fatherland". No revolu-
tionary orator was as fitted to interpret the spiritual
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